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INTRODUCTION TO BUNRAKU

Bunraku is one of Japan’'s representative traditional performing arts, designated an
Intangible Cultural Heritage by UNESCO in 2003. It is a closely collaborative form which
synchronizes narrative recitation, shamisen music, and puppetry in performance. The origins
of present-day Bunraku date back to the 17/th century, when older puppet shows (ayatsuri
ningyd) were integrated with the medieval narratives (joruri) and called ningyd jéruri, which
means “puppet narrative.” Its popularity peaked with the works of playwright Chikamatsu
Monzaemon and narrator Takemoto Gidayud, and the founding of the Takemotoza Theatre in
Osaka in 1684 ushered in a golden age. The Toyotakeza Theatre and others later joined the
field and had ups and downs. Among them, a theatre opened by Uemura Bunrakuken, from
Awaji, became the leading company in the mid-19th century. The dominance was such that
the name became synonymous with the art form, which we still call Bunraku today.

The narrator (Tayd) and the shamisen player, in their twin positions, seem each to be
trying to top the other in artistry as they bring the dramatic narrative to life. But in fact they
are in perfect unison; neither leads and neither follows. Their remarkable synchronization is
vital to the art, and involves sophisticated technigues of breath control.

Three puppeteers are required to operate a Bunraku doll, making it unigue in world
puppetry. It is not surprising, then, that its subtle movements are capable of richly nuanced
expression, making it every bit as appealing and sympathetic as an actor, if not more so. Dolls
are stored in pieces, with their heads and costumes all kept separately. For each production,
the doll is rebuilt. Limbs are attached to torsos, props and costumes fitted, and hair affixed
and styled. It is the puppeteer’s job to assemble his doll for the role assigned to him.
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English

Ninin Sambaso

‘Ninin Sambasd” is part of a piece called “Kotobuki Shiki Sambaso”. In the latter half of this piece,
two Sambaso dancers perform together. “Kotobuki Shiki Sambaso” is a Bunraku piece that was
originally a prestigious Noh piece called "Okina”. Like Bunraku, Noh has been designated an Intangible
Cultural Heritage by UNESCO.

‘Okina’, is a festive and ritualistic piece, and “Kotobuki Shiki Sambasd” is usually performed at
celebratory events, such as theatre openings, anniversaries, and New Year celebrations.

‘Ninin Sambas0” has no particular storyline, but is made up of spell-like words and lyrics praying
for world peace and prosperity. The Tayd’'s chanting and the sound of the shamisen are powerful and
dynamic. To their tune, the two Sambasd dancers perform a dance that is sometimes free and easy,

and sometimes comical.

Guidance for Bunraku Beginners (Explanation in Japanese)
The performers (a tayd, a shamisen player, and a puppeteer) work together to explain the bunraku

theatre, the likes of which the world has never seen.

Kanadehon Chishingura (The Vendetta by 47 [oyal Retainers)

Kanadehon Chishingura is a famous tale thematically based on the Akd Vendetta (1701-1703),
in which 47 retainers exacted revenge on the enemies of their disgraced lord, who was forced to
commit suicide. This time we present a scene of the tragedy of Hayano Kanpei, modelled on one of
the retainers.

Ashamed of being at a secret meeting with his lover, Okaru, at the time of the incident of
bloodshed that led to his lord’s suicide, Hayano Kanpei had become a hunter at Okaru’'s family home.
Okaru’s father, Yoichibei, had secretly been preparing money for his son-in-law Kanpei, to allow him to
join the group seeking vengeance for their lord, but lost both his wallet full of money and his life at the
hands of the bandit Ono Sadakurd in a chance encounter on the road. Later, Kanpei, who knew nothing
of the money or Yoichibei's demise, mistook Sadakurd for a wild boar and shot him dead with a gun.
Thus the money Yoichibei had prepared found its way to Kanpei by pure accident.

At the same time, Okaru was at home awaiting the return of her father Yoichibei when someone
from courtesan house arrived to take her away. In truth, Yoichibei had sold his daughter to make the
money. Upon returning from the hunt with the wallet full of money he found, Kanpei learned that the
wallet belonged to Yoichibei and thought that he must have killed his father-in-law. When Yoichibei's
corpse was brought in, Yoichibei's wife cursed Kanpei for killing his father-in-law. Full of remorse,
Kanpei decided he should not continue to live and took his own life by seppuku. However, Yoichibei's
corpse revealed a slicing wound, not a gunshot, proving that Kanpei in fact shot his father-in-law’s

killer. This allowed Kanpei to be named in a jointly-signed letter of vengeance, and he died satisfied.
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Esparnol

Ninin Sanbaso

El KKotobuki Shiki Sanbaso® es una adaptacion de la prestigiosa obra <0Okina>» del teatro NG,
inscrito como patrimonio cultural inmaterial de la UNESCO al igual que el Bunraku y en su segunda
parte figura una danza de dos bailarines Sanbaso, y es esta danza gue ha sido adaptada a una obra
aparte llamada <Nijnin Sanbaso> .

El €Okina>» es un espectaculo festivo y ceremonial, y el KKotobuki Shiki Sanbaso>» también se
representa en ocasiones como la inauguracion de un teatro y fechas senaladas como aniversarios o
el Ano Nuevo.

No es que haya una historia, sino gue se compone de palabras que recuerdan a conjuros y de
Versos que rezan por la paz y la prosperidad mundial. En perfecta harmonia con el son fuerte vy vibrante
de la voz del narrador v la interpretacion del shamisen, los dos bailarines Sanbaso representan un baile
a veces relajado y a veces comico.

Explicacion - Bienvenidos al mundo del Bunraku

El Bunraku es un arte escénica creada mediante la combinacion de tres elementos: la narracion,
el shamisen y los titeres. Mediante esta explicacion acompanada de una representacion, les
presentamos algunos de los atractivos del Bunraku.

Kanadehon Chashingura

Kanadehon Chushingura es una famosa historia basada en el Incidente de Aké (1701-1703),
en el gue un grupo de 47 samurais obligados a convertirse en ronin (samurais sin sefor) vengan a su
daimyo (senor feudal), quien habia sido deshonrado siendo forzado a cometer el suicidio por seppuku
(corte del vientre), con el asesinato de sus enemigos. En esta ocasion representamos la escena de la
tragedia de Hayano Kanpei, personaje que fue inspiracion para uno de estos 47 ronin.

Por la enorme verglenza que le provocaba haberse encontrado en una velada privada con su
amante Okaru durante la masacre que derivo en el suicidio de su daimy0o, Hayano Kanpei se habia
convertido en un cazador refugiado en el hogar familiar de Okaru. El padre de Okaru, Yoichibei,
habia estado guardando en secreto dinero para su yerno Kanpei, con el deseo gue estos fondos le
permitieran unirse al grupo que iba a vengar a su daimyo, sin embargo en un desafortunado encuentro
callejero Yoichibei fue asesinado a manos del bandido Ono Sadakurd, y consecuentemente también
le fue arrebatado el monedero con todo el dinero que habia guardado. Tras esto, Kanpei, guien no
conocia nada acerca de este dinero ni de la muerte de su suegro Yoichibei, en confusion con un
jabali durante su actividad de cazador, mata de un disparo al bandido Sadakurd. De modo que de pura
casualidad el dinero que Yoichibei habia guardado, llega finalmente a manos de Kanpei.

En ese instante, en el que Okaru se encontraba en casa a la espera del regreso de su padre
Yoichibei, llega una persona del burdel para tomarla en posesion. Lo cierto es que Yoichibei habia
vendido a su propia hija a un burdel para conseguir el dinero. Una vez Kanpei vuelve de cazar, descubre
gue el monedero gue se ha encontrado pertenecia a su suegro Yoichibei, de modo gue comienza a
obsesionarse con que él mismo debe haber asesinado a su suegro. Una vez llega el cadaver de su
difunto suegro, la esposa de Yoichibei maldice a Kanpei por haber matado al padre de Okaru. Lleno
de remordimiento, Kanpei decide que no merece vivir y procede a su suicidio por seppuku (corte
del vientre). Sin embargo, el cadaver de Yoichibei presenta una herida de corte de katana, lo que
demuestra gue Kanpei de hecho no solo no mato a Yoichibei, sino que de lo contrario dispar¢ al
asesino de su suegro. Este esclarecimiento de los hechos permitié a Kanpei anadir su nombre a la
misiva conjunta de venganza, dejando este mundo en completa satisfaccion.



Francais

Ninin Sanbaso

Inscrit comme patrimoine culturel immatériel de I'humanité par 'Unesco aux cotés du théatre NG,
le Bunraku, théatre de marionnettes, comporte dans son répertoire une piece nommee KKotobuki
Shiki Sanbasd>, adaptée d'une piéce prestigieuse de NO intitulée <Okina>». Dans la deuxiéme partie
de <Kotobuki Shiki Sanbasé> figure une danse réalisée par deux danseurs incarnant le personnage
Sanbaso, et c’'est cette danse gui, devenue une oeuvre a part entiere, est appelée Ninin Sanbasaé.

Tout comme K0kina>» se joue aux cérémonies et aux fétes, <Kotobuki Shiki Sanbaso>» est
souvent représentée a des occasions telles gue l'ouverture d'un théatre, la commémoration d'un
évenement historigue, ou encore le Nouvel An.

N’y cherchez pas de récit ou d’histoire, car il n’'y en a pas - seulement un chant aussi envoltant
gu’une incantation et des paroles priant pour la paix et la prospérité du monde. Au son vibrant de la
voix du narrateur et des cordes de shamisen, les deux danseurs offrent une prestation tantot sereine,

tant6t humoristigue, en parfaite harmonie avec I'ensemble des éléments composant la piece.

Introduction au bunraku
Le bunraku est un type de théatre japonais qui associe un narrateur (tayd), un joueur de shamisen

et des marionnettistes. Ces interprétes vont vous faire une démonstration des charmes de cet art.

Kanadehon Chashingura

Kanadehon Chushingura est une ceuvre célébre sur le theme de la vendetta d’Akd (1701-1703),
au cours de laquelle 47 ronin (samourais laissés sans chef) s’unirent pour venger leur seigneur
disgracié contraint au suicide. Cette fois, c’est une scéne de la tragédie de Hayano Kanpei, I'un des
ronin lui ayant servi de modele, qui est représentée.

Honteux d'avoir été a un rendez-vous secret avec sa bien-aimée Okaru, au moment de I'attaque
sanglante au sabre qui a contraint au suicide son seigneur, Hayano Kanpei est devenu chasseur dans
la maison familiale d’'Okaru ou il s’est réfugié. Le pere d'Okaru, Yoichibei, a secretement préparé de I'argent
pour son gendre Kanpei qui souhaite se joindre au groupe cherchant a venger son seigneur, mais un
bandit de passage, Ono Sadakurd, le menace pour le Iui extorguer et lui 6te a la fois son portefeuille
gui contient l'argent et la vie d’un coup de sabre. Plus tard, Kanpei, qui ne sait rien de cet incident
prend Sadakurd pour un sanglier et le tue d’'un coup de fusil. Ainsi, I'argent que Yoichibei avait préparé
pour lui se retrouve fortuitement entre ses mains.

Au méme moment, Okaru qui attend le retour de son pere Yoichibei a la maison recoit la visite de
guelgqu’'un d'une maison de courtisanes venu pour I'emmener. En fait, Yoichibei avait vendu sa fille pour
se procurer I'argent. En revenant de la chasse, Kanpei apprend que le portefeuille désormais entre
ses mains appartenait a Yoichibei et croit gu’il a tué son beau-pere. Lorsgue le corps de Yoichibei
est ramené chez lui, sa femme maudit Kanpei pour avoir tué son beau-pére. Miné par les remords,
Kanpei décide qu'il n’a plus le droit de continuer a vivre et se donne la mort par seppuku. Cependant,
le corps de Yoichibei porte une blessure par arme blanche, ce gui prouve que Kanpei a en fait vengé
son beau-peére en tirant sur son assassin. Cela permet a Kanpei de figurer dans la lettre de vengeance

signée par tous les conjurés, et il meurt I'esprit tranquille.



Upcoming Bunraku performances

2022 Summer vacation Bunraku performance
Saturday, July 16, 2022 - Thursday, August 4, 2022 *No performance on Jul. 25
Performance Time: Part1 11:00 / Part2 13:30 / Part3 17:30

[Part1: Family Summer Holiday Show] 11:00 scheduled to end at 12:45
-Suzu no Ne (The tinkle of a bell)
-Introduction to Bunraku
-Urikohime to Amanjaku (Urikohime and Amanjaku)

[Part2: The Masterpiece of Bunraku] 13:30 scheduled to end at 17:00
-Shinjd Ten no Amijima (The Love Suicide at Amijima)

[Part3: Summer Late Show] 17:30 scheduled to end at 20:10
-Hana no Ueno Homare no Ishibumi (The Self-Sacrifice of Otsuji)
-Momijigari (The Maple Viewing Party)

H Tickets (All seats reserved, Tax included):
[Part1] (Flat Rate)
Adult 5,000yen / Student 2,500yen / Child (18 years old and under) 1,900yen
[Part2]
15 grade 6,000yen (Student 4,200yen) / 2™ grade 3,500yen (Student 3,500yen)
[Part3]
15t grade 5,300yen (Student 3,700yen) / 2™ grade 3,300yen (Student 3,300ven)

B Booking Starts on Wednesday, June 8

National Theatre Ticket Centre

(24hours)
https://ticket.ntj.jac.go.jp/top_e.htm

[National Theatre Ticket Centre | (i

(10:00-18:00) *Out of service on July 1
0570-07-9900 / 03-3230-3000(IP phone)

l Box Office Sales Starts on Thursday, June 9
National Bunraku Theatre (10:00-18:00) *Closed on July 1

*Subtitles: Available only in Japanese. Displayed on screen above the stage.
*Audio guide: Available for rent in Japanese only.
*FREE English synopsis is available. Please ask at the reception desk.

2022 Autumn Bunraku performance
Saturday, November 5, 2022 - Sunday, November 27, 2022 *No performance on Nov. 16

2023 New Year Bunraku performance
Tuesday, January 3, 2023 - Wednesday, January 25, 2023 *No performance on Jan. 13

For more information, updates and useful links, please visit our website.
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